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Abstract
This study examines the concept of the silent political strategy adopted by the infallible Imams (peace be upon
them) in confronting unjust authority, presenting it as a distinctive model of indirect resistance within Islamic
political thought. The research is based on the premise that the Imams’ political silence was neither passive nor
a withdrawal from public affairs, but rather a conscious and strategic choice rooted in a profound ethical
understanding of politics, legitimacy, and the nature of authoritarian power.
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Employing a historical-analytical methodology, supported by a comparative approach, the study explores the
political contexts in which the Imams lived and analyzes their intellectual and practical positions toward
Umayyad and Abbasid regimes. It focuses on clarifying the Islamic conception of politics, the foundations of
indirect resistance, and the notion of political legitimacy in Imami thought, while tracing their concrete
manifestations in the conduct of the Imams.The findings demonstrate that the silent political strategy rested on
several core pillars, including the refusal to legitimize unjust authority, the construction of social and intellectual
awareness, the deconstruction of ideologized religious discourse employed by ruling powers, and the use of
silence as a form of conscious moral protest that preserves the religious mission and avoids chaos and
uncalculated violence. The study further reveals that this approach played a vital role in safeguarding religious
doctrine, ensuring the continuity of the Imamate, and shaping enduring intellectual and ethical foundations that
significantly influenced later Shi‘i political thought.The study concludes that the experience of the infallible
Imams offers a sophisticated civilizational model of resistance, affirming that genuine and sustainable change is
not achieved through force alone, but through cultivating conscious individuals, reinforcing moral values, and
engaging in long-term ethical action.

Keywords: Silent political strategy, Infallible Imams, indirect resistance, political legitimacy, unjust authority.
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