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Abstract
This study attempts to compare the foundations of Islamic and French law in the interpretation of texts, by
demonstrating the ingenuity of the legal theorists of both parties in establishing general rules and methods for
textual interpretation, and clarifying the most prominent points of agreement and difference between them, in
terms of detail and generalization, the existence of defects and deficiencies in the foundations of their legislation,
or the existence of conflict or ambiguity in their methodology, and the resulting problems in adapting the law to
emerging needs and emergency facts, from the perspective of Dr. Abdullah Al-Harshami, the first to obtain a
doctorate in law at the level of Iraq. The method followed in this study is analytical, as it presents and clarifies
Al-Harshami's idea in comparing the foundations of the two laws, deducing what he reached through the
comparison, and then critiquing it, in terms of demonstrating the scientific value of this comparison and adding
to some of his propositions. The study included three sections; the first: the foundations and methods of textual

interpretation among the French; the second: the foundations of textual interpretation among the [Islamic] legal
theorists; and the third: the comparison between the foundations of textual interpretation between the two parties.
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The study reached results, including: the superiority of the [Islamic] legal theorists over the French in
establishing fundamental rules-in terms of origin, organization, theorization, application, precision, and detail-
and they were distinguished from them in providing an integrated methodology that regulates how to derive
rulings for emergency facts, and how to balance and weigh between conflicting texts; and Dr. Al-Harshami dealt
with some subjects in general terms due to brevity, and left other subjects, satisfying himself with presenting the
most important and prominent among them.

Keywords: Foundations (Usul), Law, Islamic, French, Textual Interpretation, Al-Harshami.
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