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Abstract
This study examines the juristic principles (legal maxims) employed by Imam al-Nawawi to achieve legal
facilitation (taysir) in his work al-Minhaj Sharh Sahth Muslim, with a particular focus on the Book of Purification
as an applied model. The research aims to identify the foundational legal maxims that shaped al-Nawawi’s
methodological framework and to demonstrate that his approach to facilitation was not a mere inclination toward
ease, but rather a principled and disciplined application of legal maxims grounded in textual evidence The study
adopts an inductive method to trace the legal maxims within al-Nawawi’s discussions and an analytical method
to examine their practical applications and their relationship to broader juristic principles. The findings reveal
that al-Nawawi’s juristic approach is based on major legal maxims, most notably: Hardship brings about
facilitation, When matters become constrained, they expand, What is permitted due to an excuse ceases when
the excuse ends, and Certainty is not removed by doubt. These maxims provided a structured framework for his
juristic choices in matters of purification.The study also shows that al-Nawawi’s applications of these maxims
appear in issues involving frequent hardship and common difficulty, such as the purification of a male infant’s
urine, rulings concerning istihadah (irregular bleeding), combining prayers due to valid excuses, and rulings
related to doubt in purification. This reflects a balanced juristic methodology that harmonizes adherence to

textual evidence with the objectives of Islamic law in removing hardship.
Keywords: Legal maxims, facilitation, Imam al-Nawawi, al-Minhaj, purification.
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