Journal Of the Iragia University (74-10) February (2026)

m ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 1 g
alao Journal Of the Iraqia University =
et et available online at: https://www.mabdaa.edu.iq IRROJI

Academic Scientific Journals

: o QLR Gililg) (o (el pidl wiagelly (guidad] et Mounidl
“Claaga] " Glatid] dAlie” § Tl dAlis’
[d1a] § ot pid] Gill] i (b 0139uiS 3 Gl (SRl (s i Gl
Ol — Gl — )i il WRold /(guibusiil) podad] dnlS
doted gl | k| il (gud ] - (gl g 0] . oyl 3 et
Olatl oAl - Gy Gl W0/ (gubusidl] podadl &nlS / Walaly
el ) ) i (oo Bdlend] - 35 oy S .2.) Jod o]
Ol OlpRl - Gi)de Gumip doly / guibaill ,ogh.ll [laly
didl] (g Alint] — (guibbid] i D il . guibd] 2 basrd

ol i gunlad] Gadmlly (oolad] el 5139 (i Uil dund il

Title of the paper
Class Alienation and the Iraqi Intellectual in the Novels of Burhan Shawi:
‘labyrinthus of Ghosts’ and ‘Maze of the Blind’ as a Model
PHD student in Arabic language and literature - Tarbiat Modares
University
Hanan Hasan Ali Al-Bakri: h.albakri@modares.ac.ir
Professor of Arabic Language and Literature - Tarbiat Modares University
Faramarz Mirzaei(Coresponding Author) f mirzaei@modares.ac.ir
Professor of Arabic Language and Literature - Tarbiat Modares University
Kobra Roshan Fekr - kroshan@modares.ac.ir
Professor of Arabic Language and Literature - Iraqi Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research
Jasem Mohammad Hussein - hassim80 sat@yahoo.com

el
LLmil) (g 3 3l ¢ ghalall (OB Balls Lgias cobyaa iy aainall b 355 il degiial) ducLaia¥) Jalslall it (8 4l
aGislag DAl C Basag Uil bl (DY) Jiay anasay Ehall Caiall dajl Gl (8 cdaubiadly daeLan ) cisaall agdl dja5al
Oy i) b Gl (DY) Jba duball o3 Jolm e Laaly Sl ailslesy il o5 B Al ) g L cauisag
Claad ) jlianiul (o LAY Glaniy yaal) had) Caiall Lol dallen 8 dfing Badl 13 « Gloael) dolioy LY/ dalia s gl
call ) g pell o AL e L pusetl Li¥slans calicadll sy o Blyem (et bl Ao g i s "dadine IS Lgian sy AdEil)
@l cglalall c¥satll slag cans £dhal) L Sally Aadal) ) Ll uSan A Bpnud) LYY e RS 8 Al Ll (e
O Bfinn o5l Cllaall sl mgiall o duhal) sty jusill Ge Sale Gl CBhaS il jpeas B Sy, jshie e
AR LIS Byl eliadl) YL ) Al o (alls dily o) laad sl claad L3ny didaty cpageaill cilad Gl ddled)
ade e @y b Raglaall Allaiad Jss Bye 45 a3 el O () Aual) Galis L sasasll Qe e Laajliie s ¢ iially
"Aalall < ciliadal) Lol ) GloS Gy dime ) Al QDY) g Joatis cgasasl) liie Vs sl Aol 4305

41y




Yo" Gl ol (V) duadf (V4) dond | dudi sl A nd dboe
] c_"\n'.'! "Cala Ll u}& cc)l:aj\ 8 guud ?’c)ﬁ .2\.4‘3&41\ Gh: L@E)ﬁ‘g dzuall =9 N aals ga‘;lﬁij d)i.a = @15:1‘3 d)aﬂ\ é:u; lad
by (Al CHAN () & caiall 5n pedl Bk
- Olead) dalia ¢ Ll dalie ¢ (gold Olay ¢ Alall CaEiall ¢ Auall oD dalida) clakl)

Abstract

The novel is an art form that evokes diverse social phenomena that influence and alter the course of society,
including the phenomenon of class alienation. This is a fundamental issue for understanding social and
political transformations, particularly within the context of the Iraqi intellectual's crisis and identity. Class
alienation represents an existential rupture between the individual and their class and identity, leading to a
crisis in the intellectual's consciousness and intellectual and social practices. This study examines the
representation of class alienation in Burhan Shawi's novels, *The Labyrinth of Ghosts* and *The Labyrinth
of the Blind*, aiming to fill a research gap in addressing the crisis of the modern Iraqi intellectual. The
central problem stems from the portrayal of intellectual figures as "fragmented beings" and "powerless,"
experiencing a conflict between their alienated consciousness and their attempts at expression through
writing or exile. The study's significance lies in revealing the narrative mechanisms that reflect the collapse
of Iraqi class and intellectual structures under the weight of tragic transformations, through a bleak narrative
perspective that depicts the intellectual as a despairing observer, powerless to effect change. The study
employs an analytical approach to narrative discourse, utilizing semiotics to decipher texts and analyze the
symbolism of character names (Adam, Cain, and Iblis), in addition to the connotations of narrative spaces
such as the "labyrinth" and exile, which are considered metaphors for existential alienation. The study
concludes that the narrator presents a bleak vision of the impossibility of resistance in a reality dominated
by the duality of oppressive power and existential alienation, where class alienation becomes a primary
driver of the crises suffered by the characters. The "labyrinth" constitutes a space that deepens the
fragmentation and reveals a profound ideological dilemma, squandering the class's consciousness and its
capacity for resistance. Despite the harshness of this perspective, the "labyrinths" open an interpretive
horizon for understanding the role of the intellectual in a time of class and political ruin.

Keywords: Class alienation, Iraqi intellectual, Burhan Shawi, labyrinthus of Ghosts, labyrinthus of the
Blind.
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