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Abstract
This research addresses a fundamental issue within the discussions of obligation and positivity, namely the issue
of discretionary duty, which deals with the extent to which legal positivity can be attached to an unspecified act
among a limited set of characteristics, and the fulfillment of the duty by performing any one of them, as in the
characteristics of expiation.The importance of this study stems from the fact that it addresses the fundamental
disagreement between the majority of fundamentalists who say that this type of obligation is permissible and
valid, and those who deny it, using the verse on expiation for oaths as an applied model and a source of reasoning.
The research focused on the analytical approach in presenting the objections of the dissenters (as presented by
Imam al-Ghazali) and the fundamentalist responses to them, with the aim of resolving the dispute and
establishing the ruling.The research concluded that the majority opinion, which affirms the validity of the
optional obligation, is more likely to be correct, based on conclusive legal evidence such as the meaning of the
letter “or” in the texts on expiation, the consensus of the ummah on the non-obligatory nature of performing all
the acts, and rational evidence proving the possibility of the request being related to one of two unspecified
matters. This preference emphasizes the flexibility and breadth of Islamic legislation, and its consideration of
the circumstances and capabilities of those responsible, by achieving the legislator's objective of alleviating,

facilitating, and removing hardship, without compromising the reality of obligation *.Keywords: Optional duty,
principles of jurisprudence, Imam al-Ghazali, theory of obligation, legal expiations.
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