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Abstract
This research examines and analyzes the image of society and its relationship to power in the plays of Abdel
Ghaffar Makawi, specifically his symbolic play "The Dogs Bark at the Moon." This play is considered one of the
most prominent Arab plays that employed symbolism, philosophy, and satire to expose the social and political
realities of the Arab world in the second half of the twentieth century. In this text, Makawi presents an imagined
world that appears, at first glance, tranquil and orderly. However, behind its facade lies a tattered fabric of fear,
hypocrisy, and contradictory values. Individuals live in a city whose ruler claims it is free of dogs, while in the
darkness, human dogs bark, devouring values and principles. Through this symbolic scene, the writer observes
the decline of the collective conscience and the transformation of humanity into a morally bankrupt and crisis-

ridden being. This is a scathing critique of Arab society, which has relinquished its freedom in favor of obedience
and a false sense of security. As Salah Fadl pointed out, true Arab theater is that which makes consciousness an
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integral part of social action, not merely a reflection of it.The importance of this research stems from its
highlighting of the fusion of the social dimension with philosophical thought in Makawi's theatrical works. This
underscores that art can be a form of resistance consciousness, not merely artistic entertainment. Makawi
understood that theater is a tool for examining the individual's relationship with society and for questioning the
moral and political structures that govern people's behavior. He transformed his text into a mirror of reality,
exposing social and authoritarian falsehoods, as theater is the conscience of the nation and its honest voice in
moments of fear and silence. From this perspective, the research seeks to analyze the symbolic and social
discourse in the play, highlighting how the linguistic and intellectual structures intersect to form a sharp critical
image of the Arab individual in the face of oppressive power. This study adopts a descriptive analytical approach
that combines textual and intellectual perspectives. It relies on analyzing dialogue, symbolism, and character as
tools for revealing the social structure that Makawi exposes in his text. The reading aims to highlight that his
critique of society is not superficial satire, but rather a philosophical project of awareness that begins with
humanity as a thinking, erring, and oppressed being. Thus, the play presents a comprehensive discourse on the
idea of threatened freedom, the corrupting power of authority, and the society that participates in shaping its own
constraints. This vision makes "The Dogs Bark at the Moon" an advanced model of critical theater that employs
artistic beauty to deconstruct the system of social and political oppression—a prominent feature of modern Arabic
literature that blends symbolism with critical consciousness.Keywords: symbol, social criticism, Arab theater,

Abdel Ghaffar Makawi, freedom, moon, dogs.
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