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Manifestations of Religious and Intellectual Knowledge in Modern Iraqi
Poetry: A Study of the Influence of Kurdish Scholars on Shaping the
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Abstract:

This study examined the representations of religious and intellectual knowledge in modern Iraqi poetry,
focusing on the influence of Kurdish scholars in shaping the aesthetic discourse within the academic and
religious spaces of Baghdad’s universities and mosques. The Kurdish poetic voice was considered part of a
broader cognitive and cultural network in which religious and intellectual expertise intertwined with historical
and social experience. The study aimed to understand how the presence of Kurdish scholars manifested in poetic
texts and to analyze the mechanisms through which they employed their religious and intellectual knowledge
to enhance the symbolic and aesthetic suggestiveness of poetry, as well as to explore the role of educational and
religious institutions in guiding the artistic and intellectual sensibilities of society. The research adopted a
critical foundational methodology combining textual and contextual analysis. The textual analysis involved a
selective reading of poems by prominent Iraqi Kurdish poets such as Abdullah Goran, Badr Khan Al-Sindi, and
B1 K¢ S, with a focus on Sufism, religious symbols, cultural allusions, and dimensions of human and social
values such as resilience, justice, and cultural unity. The contextual analysis focused on studying the universities
and mosques in Baghdad, tracing their historical and cultural backgrounds and their role in directing aesthetic
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discourse. The study’s findings indicated that Baghdad’s universities provided an intellectual and aesthetic
space that refined the poets’ skills and enabled the incorporation of cultural and religious symbols into their
texts, while the mosques functioned as centers for interaction between religious authority and poetic discourse.
The knowledge of Kurdish scholars contributed to enhancing symbolic imagery and moral and aesthetic
awareness, demonstrating the capacity of modern Iraqi poetry to integrate thought, religion, and art in service
of'a renewed social and cultural function.Keywords: religious and intellectual knowledge, modern Iraqi poetry,
Kurds, aesthetic discourse, Baghdad universities and mosques
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