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Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the pivotal role of religious values in shaping social and legal systems in
both Islam and Christianity. It explores how these higher ethical principles are translated into practical
institutions and positive legislation that have historically and contemporaryly influenced the structure of
societies. The research begins with the premise that religious values, despite their differing doctrinal foundations,
often converge on central concepts such as justice, mercy, love, and human dignity. Furthermore, these values

have not remained confined to sacred texts but have become active tools in building societies and regulating
relationships between individuals and groups.In the Islamic context, the research highlights how justice is
considered an absolute value and a divine mandate, not subject to negotiation or bias. It is practiced as a religious
obligation in all aspects of life, from the judiciary to the economy. This perspective has contributed to the
establishment of deeply rooted institutions in Islamic society, such as the zakat (alms) and waqf (endowment)
systems, which aim to achieve social solidarity, guarantee rights, and safeguard human dignity. The research
also addressed the concept of "dhimmi" (protected non-Muslims) as a relatively advanced legal framework
within its historical context, guaranteeing non-Muslims rights of protection and religious freedom within the
Islamic state.In the Christian context, the research focused on the concept of agape (love) as the supreme moral
value that obligates the believer to love God, neighbor, and even enemies, thus contributing to the establishment
of a culture of service and social welfare. The Church, particularly in the Middle Ages and beyond, played a
pivotal role in founding hospitals, schools, and orphanages, which later paved the way for the emergence of
modern social welfare institutions. The research also examined the impact of Protestant ethics, especially
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Calvinism, on shaping the spirit of modern capitalism by instilling values of work, discipline, and thrift, and by
transforming work into a divine calling and a sign of salvation.Keywords: Religious values, Islam, Christianity, Ethics
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