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Abstract
The current study aims to investigate the level of psychological reactance and evaluative thinking among
primary school teachers. It also seeks to identify the significance of differences based on the variables of gender
(male-female) and years of service (less than 10 years - more than 10 years) for both variables, and to determine
the correlational relationship between them. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher adopted,
translated, and adapted the Hong Psychological Reactance Scale (HPRS), which consists of 11 items with five
alternatives for each. An evaluative thinking scale was also developed based on the theory of Peter Facione and
his colleagues (Peter Facione et al, 1994). The final version of this scale consists of 35 items. The researcher
verified the psychometric properties of both scales by extracting face validity and reliability. The scales were
then applied to a research sample of 200 male and female teachers, who were selected by an equal random
sampling method from the center of Diyala Governorate. After statistically analyzing the data using the following
statistical methods: a one-sample t-test and an independent-samples t-test, the researcher reached the following
results: Primary school teachers possess psychological reactance. There is a statistically significant difference
between males and females in psychological reactance in favor of males. There is also a statistically significant
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difference based on years of service in favor of those with less than 10 years of service. Additionally, teachers
have a good level of evaluative thinking, and there is a statistically significant difference in the level of evaluative
thinking based on the gender variable in favor of females (teachers). A statistically significant difference was
also found based on years of service in favor of more experienced teachers. The results of the current study also
found a negative correlational relationship between psychological reactance and evaluative thinking. In light of
the research findings, the researcher provided several recommendations and suggestions.

Keywords: Psychological Reactance, Evaluative Thinking.
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