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Summary
This study examines the structure of time in the novel “The Sister and Three Brothers” by Mushtaq Muhammad
Al-Ahdal. The novel centers on the story of four children raised under harsh conditions after their parents’
separation. Time in the novel is not merely a framework for events, but an active element intertwined with the
characters’ development. It reflects the life experiences of the children, showing the clear effects of time on
their lives filled with loss and homelessness. Time does not follow a linear sequence but intersects with the
characters’ lives, reflecting their inner struggles.The importance of the topic lies in highlighting the impact of
time on human relationships, as time can sometimes become a dynamic force shaping the course of the
characters’ lives. Time is not just a sequence of events, but a dynamic element that controls the transformations
of the characters and their circumstances. By studying the structure of time in the novel, we can understand how
time influences the formation of the characters’ fates and their social and psychological development.The study
used a critical analytical approach to explore the relationship between time and the characters through analyzing
the temporal contexts in the novel. This approach helped examine how time interacts with events and affects
the daily lives of the characters.The main findings indicate that time in the novel is a central factor in the

development of the characters, reflecting their ongoing suffering and displacement. Additionally, hope for the
future reshapes their understanding of time as a driving force toward reunification. Time does not only reflect
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their suffering, but also their resilience and hope.Keywords: Mushtaq Muhammad Al-Ahdal, The Sister and
Three Brothers, time, structure of time, characters, temporal influence
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