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Abstract
This study examines the role of space in the novel “The Seventh Hour” as a structural and symbolic element that
plays a pivotal role in shaping the narrative perspective of the text comprehensively. In the novel, space is not
merely an external framework for events; rather, it becomes a living entity that breathes and interacts with the
characters, carrying multiple psychological, social, and cultural connotations. The foggy city appears as an open
space that blends reality and imagination, the familiar and the unknown, serving simultaneously as a mirror of
both consciousness and the unconscious. The fog, shadows, and sounds reflect the characters’ anxiety and inner
division, contributing to the creation of a psychological atmosphere that interacts dynamically with the unfolding
events.Open spaces, such as streets, sidewalks, public squares, and the old library, intersect with closed spaces,
including the apartment, the mysterious house, and university halls, in a continuous semiotic movement that
symbolizes the tension between freedom and confinement, revelation and concealment, and the present and the
repressed past. This juxtaposition highlights deep psychological and social dimensions of the characters, making
space an active element in charting their internal and external transformations and reflecting the comprehensive
emotional, social, and psychological states of human beings.This research was based on the descriptive
analytical method.Analyzing spatial structure establishes an organic relationship between space and time,
where elements such as fog, sounds, and shadows transform into symbols reflecting psychological conflict and
self-division. The character Lian emerges as a mirror of this connection, moving between familiar spaces that
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conceal mystery and a repressed past. The study aims to uncover the artistic and symbolic meanings of space
and its role in constructing the human experience within the text, relying on contemporary approaches in
narrative spatial analysis to gain a deeper understanding of the relationship between humans and space in
contemporary literature. Keywords: Novel, Raghda Bassam, Literature, Place, Closed, Open. o
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