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Abstract
The distinction between hearing (al-sam®) and listening (al-istima‘) in the Holy Qur’an represents an important
linguistic and rhetorical aspect that highlights the precision and richness of Qur’anic expression. In Qur’anic
usage, hearing generally refers to the innate sensory ability granted to humans, indicating the passive and
involuntary reception of sounds. Listening, on the other hand, denotes attentive and deliberate engagement,
involving intention, reflection, and emotional responsiveness. Qur’anic verses show that hearing is often
associated with testing, reminding of divine blessings, and describing those who fail to benefit from their senses.
Meanwhile, listening appears in contexts of guidance, receiving revelation, understanding truth, and praising
those who attentively follow the best of what they hear. A linguistic and contextual analysis demonstrates that the
distinction goes beyond semantics and carries profound spiritual and educational implications, emphasizing the
transition from mere hearing to purposeful listening that leads to guidance and righteous action.Keywords:
Hearing; Listening; Qur’an; Linguistic semantics; Rhetorical inimitability; Sensory perception in the Qur’an;
Qur’anic guidance.
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