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Abstract

This research examines symbolism and existence in Zahraa Al-Khatib's novel "The Ravens of Greenwich." It
analyzes how the author employs symbolism to address themes of existence, isolation, and regret through the
protagonist, a lawyer suffering from an inner emptiness resulting from the loss of human connections. The
symbolism in the novel is embodied in the recurring appearance of ravens, which represent lost justice and an
inescapable past.The significance of this topic lies in highlighting how contemporary Arabic literature utilizes
symbolism as a tool to address profound existential and philosophical issues. The novel offers an important model
for contemporary literary analysis, showcasing the psychological tensions experienced by the protagonist and the
transformations in his character as he searches for meaning and identity. This research contributes to enriching the
literary understanding of the Arabic novel by analyzing symbolism within its texts and examining its influence on
shaping the characters' inner worlds. The analytical literary approach was adopted in studying the text, analyzing
the symbolism in the novel through the relationship between the protagonist and the ravens, and how this
symbolism reflects the internal conflicts the protagonist faces. The existential philosophical approach was also
employed to examine the questions the novel raises about life, death, and justice, and the impact of these questions
on the characters and their associated symbolism. The study revealed that the ravens in the novel represent more
than just animals; they carry philosophical messages related to lost justice and profound regret. It also showed that
the author used symbolism to highlight the protagonist's internal conflict between past and present, and his ongoing
search for meaning in a world filled with isolation. Furthermore, the research concluded that the novel represents
an existential journey through a world of emptiness and darkness, with philosophical questions about the meaning
of life and human existence. Keywords: Al-Zahraa, ravens, symbolism, existence, isolation, regret
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