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The Socialist Union of Popular Forces Party and its role in
consolidating the alternation of power in Morocco (1998-2002)
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Abstract :

Since its independence in 1956, Morocco has witnessed many political developments that led to the
establishment and development of full democratic practice and the achievement of political development
represented by democracy. Morocco has undergone a set of political and constitutional experiences represented
in the adoption of party pluralism by practicing a series of parliamentary elections and issuing a set of
constitutions. The desire of the Moroccan political system was to employ party pluralism to respond to global
transformations after the end of the Cold War by employing the democratic process with those transformations,
as the monarchy was forced to show a kind of openness towards opposition parties to participate in the
government, and despite the failure of attempts to satisfy the opposition and respond to its demands, the ties of
communication between the institution, the monarchy and the opposition parties remained permanent, as they
began to resume again in the mid-nineties of the last century, due to the keenness and insistence of King Hassan
Il to involve opposition parties in forming the government based on ensuring a smooth transfer of the throne to
his son after his death. Since the early nineties of the last century, Morocco has witnessed a series of
constitutional and political reforms covering various fields with the aim of building the state and consolidating

the foundations of the democratic process. The year 1996 was a decisive turning point in the path of political
transformation in Morocco, as it can be considered the beginning of a political breakthrough to exit the
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constitutional vacuum that Morocco experienced after the suspension of the electoral process, and to begin
rebuilding institutions. It also witnessed the political parties in Morocco (the royal institution - the opposition)
reaching an agreement that ended a long period of disagreement, exchange of accusations and skepticism about
the opposition's accession to power. This was achieved with the arrival of the Socialist Union Party, headed by
Abdelrahman Al-Youssoufi, to power by forming a government of consensual alternation from the opposition
parties. Keywords: Morocco, opposition, Socialist Union Party, consolidation of alternation, exercise of
government
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