Journal Of the Iraqgia University (75-2) January (2026)
ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 il | yemmnitd |

Aalall 4 asal sy o all

= Journal Of the Iraqia University S
ubﬂ;ﬁpml available online at IRROI

Academic Scientific Journals

Journal Of the Iragia University

https://iasj.rdd.edu.iq/journals/journal/view/247
ribRiua ) gyl ol 2 Gially ol
S b ot (s 3000

A Ol 1 Ao 7 g O 2 aghes asadl / At 51 QLS / oy il £ 5B () B3l pinr oo dmaley
The Ancient and the Modern in Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani
Assistant Lecturer Hassanein Hamid Sajit
haanesnsacht@gmail.com
Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq University(AS) Najaf Alashraf
College of Education Department of Quranic Sciences and Islamic Education
il

AVl aieguse b s LS Guandlly adll el sl (AY0N-YAS) Slgaal) i) Y Akl dugyl) ulat S Gl e Cangy
Ginal) i @3 yeae JSI Caliaal) ehedll e e B SleiaY) el Auhal gl sl sl o i) adie) L SleY) Qs
o(Dsball 2al) sl G sgsey o(Grrmnll il Tl galuall 1) 0 oo o (el shadll iyl Jols Jg¥) tOmest) Cpacd L)
ol s 2 0 HLaS o) shymal) (e alise Jiad S acll Lol L (Sldsadl e ol A 0 )y o e sadaall) iLedl) Aalils
el & skl B9y o ae adl) el Allal HB Cus i B Sleial) Gl oo Auball caidSaatal s sl
Alaye IS (ailady ehedll Cilasal dagh (3ae (oS Las A aglalail g55 e adiel il ojlasl of Gandll jell LS . cuaadl)
Bl me Jsea) ) dtiey Tomls gkt o) s el ae Aagdad Gamall el 8 aaaill i o) Sl o ) Gl Jeass
oA ) halisa) clall) gl pedll Al skl agll calud jrasS " SV QS ded e duhall @Sl LS L aaad)
Sl el o gpe cgalaall 2 0 oo ¢Sl Al (danall ehadl) ¢ alafll el (el jadl) Giamally il ¢ ilgiaY)

:g.étud\ ‘;j Ay R

Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the critical perspective of Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani(284-356 AH) on ancient and
modern poetry, as presented in his literary encyclopedia, Kitab al-Aghani(The Book of Songs). The research
relied on a descriptive analytical approach to examine al-Isfahani's views on a number of poets representing each
era.The research was divided into two main sections: The first addressed his view of ancient poets, such as Adi
ibn Zayd al-Abbadi(urban poetry), Urwah ibn al-Ward(vagrant poetry), al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani(the printed
poets), and Zuhair ibn Abi Salma(annalistic poetry). The second section analyzed his position on modern poets,
such as Bashar ibn Burd, Abu Tammam al-Ta'i, and Abu al-Atahiya.The study revealed al-Isfahani's balanced
assessment, as he valued the authenticity of ancient poetry while acknowledging the necessity of development
in modern poetry. The research also demonstrated that his selection of poets was based on the diversity of their
literary styles, reflecting his deep understanding of the poetic classes and the characteristics of each era. The
study concluded that Al-Isfahani did not consider innovation in modern poetry a break with heritage, but rather
viewed it as a natural development based on the originals while adding new things. The study also emphasized
the value of "The Book of Songs" as a primary source for understanding the historical development of Arabic
poetry.Keywords: Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani, ancient and modern, Arabic poetry, ancient poets, modern poets, al-
Nabigha al-Dhubyani, Adi ibn Zayd al-Abadi, Urwah ibn al-Ward, Bashar ibn Burd, Abu al-Atahiya
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