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Abstract

This study analyzes the nature of strategic competition between China and the United States in the Middle East
region and the fields encompassed by this competition, relying on historical and descriptive-analytical
methodologies and based on the neoliberal institutionalism framework. It focuses on explaining the essence of
this competition and the strategies adopted by Beijing and Washington to expand their influence in the Middle
East.The study concludes that strategic competition between China and the United States is not confined to the
political field alone, but extends to include multiple fields, such as the economic, commercial, digital technology,
monetary system, and maritime passages. The results show that the Middle East has become an arena for testing
different strategies, as China relies on an opportunity-seizing strategy through soft tools, cooperative institutions,
initiatives, and economic aid, while the United States relies on a deterrence strategy and military pressure through
hard power tools and security alliances.The study also indicates that the escalation of this competition resulted
from several variables, most notably China’s transformation into a net oil importer, its accession to the World
Trade Organization, and the relative vacuum left by the United States’ preoccupation with wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, in addition to the shift in American strategy toward Asia. These factors have contributed to a change
in the regional system structure and its gradual transformation from a unipolar system to a multipolar system.
Keywords: Competition, Strategic, United States, China, Middle East.
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