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Abstract
Modern Arab theater has witnessed significant transformations in its artistic and linguistic structures, where the
theatrical text is no longer merely a medium for conveying events but a comprehensive artistic space integrating
drama, poetic language, and rhythm. The works of Rida Al-Khafaji represent a prominent example in this
context, as he successfully created texts rich in rhetorical imagery and internal rhythm, adding an aesthetic and
emotional dimension to theatrical performance.This study focuses on analyzing rhythm and poetic language in
Al-Khafaji’s plays, considering them essential elements in constructing characters and dramatic scenes. Rhythm
in theatrical texts serves as a tool for expressing dramatic tension, psychological shifts of the characters, and
structuring the sequence of events in a way that provides a musical cadence to the text. Meanwhile, poetic

language relies on metaphors, similes, symbolic expressions, and phonetic repetitions, enhancing the symbolic
dimension of the play and offering the audience a space for reflection and aesthetic appreciation.The study also
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examines the artistic features of modern Arab theater, such as blending tragedy and comedy, using symbolism
and figurative language, and employing concise, rhythmic dialogue that reflects the social and psychological
state of characters. Analysis of selected scenes from Al-Khafaji’s plays demonstrates how internal rhythm
contributes to organizing dramatic action, creating moments of tension, suspense, or contemplation, while poetic
language constructs the identity of the theatrical text and emphasizes its symbolic and emotional layers. The
results indicate that Rida Al-Khafaji integrated rhythm and poetic language in a coherent manner, making
language a means of conveying characters’ inner emotions and a tool for portraying social and cultural realities,
while maintaining the aesthetic quality of the theatrical text. Rhythm, whether in dialogue or stage movement,
plays a key role in shaping the dramatic trajectory of the play and provides a balanced musical sense that engages
the audience and immerses them in the theatrical world.This study concludes that analyzing rhythm and poetic
language in modern Arab theater, through the works of Al-Khafaji, reveals the theater’s ability to move beyond
traditional narrative, opening avenues for artistic and symbolic experimentation, enhancing its value as a holistic
art form that combines intellect, beauty, and emotion. Therefore, theatrical texts by Al-Khafaji serve as artistic
and humanistic expressions, blending poetic creativity with contemporary dramatic dynamism.This study
emphasizes the importance of further research on linguistic and rhythmic characteristics in modern Arab plays,
as they are key to understanding the evolution of Arab theater and fostering meaningful artistic engagement with
audiences.Keywords:Theatrical Rhythm<Poetic Language«Artistic Analysis<Theatrical Symbolism¢« Dramatic
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