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Abstract:
Satirical poets often employed the language of poetic disputation and debate to demonstrate their artistic and
rhetorical prowess in literary gatherings and public forums, especially in renowned poetic markets such as “Ukaz
and al-Mirbad. The relationship with the “Other” varied according to the nature of that Other. The satirized figure
often functioned as a symbol of alienation and oppression, in which the “Self” assumes a posture of subjugation
and verbal assault. Examples of this can be seen in the relationship between al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani and al-
Nu'‘man, as well as Tarafa ibn al-"Abd and his tribe.An analytical survey of poets' collected works reveals a
strong engagement with personal, social, tribal, and political dimensions of satire, which in turn aligns with
broader trends in satirical poetry. Nonetheless, significant qualitative differences emerge across poetic
approaches to satire, reflecting the unique emotional and experiential contexts of each poet and poetic era. As
such, we find poets like “Urwa ibn al-Ward excelling in political satire, while others focused on satirizing women
or entire tribes. These poets remained deeply rooted in authentic Arab poetic tradition, as reflected in their strict
adherence to classical prosody—restricting their compositions to the complete and fragmented meters
established by al-Khalil ibn Ahmad.The relationship between the “Self” and tribal authority, as expressed in
satirical poetry, was often rebellious and defiant, rejecting the authority of the tribe. In pre-Islamic poetry, the

voice of the tribe—the collective self—often dominated the poetic discourse, even when articulated through an
individual speaker. This dominance explains the prevalence of tribal satire within the poetic tradition of the time.
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