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Abstract
This study examines the impact of intention and purpose on directing the legal ruling of an act through an analysis
of the issue of deliberately residing far from the mosque in light of the variation of rulings resulting from
differences in objectives and consequences, the significance of the study lies in highlighting the maqasid-based
dimension in assessing permissible acts and demonstrating that a single act may be subject to fundamentally
different legal rulings depending on the underlying intention, the study aims to establish that legal rulings are
not determined by the outward form of actions in isolation but rather by the intentions accompanying them and
the outcomes to which they lead, and it addresses the juristic classification of deliberately residing far from the
mosque with either the intention of avoiding congregational prayer or seeking increased reward through walking
to prayer, the research adopts an inductive methodology in collecting juristic texts an analytical methodology in
determining the operative legal cause and a maqasid-based approach in applying overarching legal principles to
specific cases, the study is structured into an introduction and four sections addressing the ruling and virtue of

congregational prayer the effect of intention and purpose on legal rulings and the juristic evaluation of
deliberately residing far from the mosque in the two aforementioned cases, the study concludes that
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congregational prayer is an individual obligation upon able-bodied men though it is not a condition for the
validity of the prayer and that hearing the call to prayer is a legally relevant criterion for its obligation assessed
according to actual or customary likelihood of hearing rather than by a fixed devotional distance, it further
establishes that intention plays a decisive role in determining legal rulings and that means take the rulings of
their ends, accordingly deliberately choosing distant residence with the intention of abandoning congregational
prayer is prohibited and intentionally seeking hardship in acts of worship for its own sake is impermissible while
reward is only attached to incidental unintended hardship, residing far from the mosque is permissible when the
hardship of walking occurs incidentally rather than intentionally due to the availability of housing or one’s ability
to obtain it provided that no obligatory act is thereby neglected, conversely such residence is disapproved when
hardship itself is intended or when it leads to abandoning congregational prayer or to undue hardship as this falls
under the prohibited category of unnecessary burden and intentional hardship

Keywords: intention, residence, mosque, juristic study, maqasid-based study
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