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Abstract:

This study explores the life and scholarly legacy of a noble and esteemed imam who journeyed
across numerous lands, cities, and capitals in pursuit of knowledge. He knelt humbly before dozens of
prominent scholars and leading authorities throughout the eastern and western regions of the Islamic
world. In turn, hundreds—indeed, thousands—of students from all corners of the Muslim world sought
him out, learning at his feet and drawing deeply from his knowledge. This distinguished figure is the
eminent scholar Sir3j al-Din ‘Umar ibn “Al1 al-Ansari, famously known as Ibn al-Mulaqqin (d. 804 AH
/ 1401 CE), He was widely regarded as the most prolific author of his era, leaving behind an expansive
intellectual legacy across a broad spectrum of Islamic sciences and disciplines—including jurisprudence
(figh), legal theory (usul al-figh), hadith and its terminology, Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir), Arabic language,
biographical evaluation (‘ilm al-rijal), Prophetic biography (sirah), Sufism, and more.

This study is specifically devoted to examining Ibn al-Mulaqqin’s approach to the correlation of
legal branches with foundational principles (takhrij al-furti® “ala al-usiil) as demonstrated in his renowned
work (Kafi al-Muhtaj ila Sharh al-Minh3j), The significance and popularity of this commentary stem
largely from the fame of the foundational text it explicates: (Minhaj al-Wusil ila ‘Ilm al-Usil) by the
distinguished Shafi‘T scholar Nasir al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar al-Baydawi (d. 691 AH / 1292 CE).

Among the objectives of this research is to clarify the meanings of key terms and fundamental
concepts related to this field, as well as to identify the most significant works authored within it, and to
highlight its scholarly importance. The study will also shed light on a brief biographical overview of
Imam Ibn al-Mulaqqin, his scholarly expertise, and his most notable writings. Following this, the
discussion will turn to his application of the method of deriving legal branches from foundational
principles, through an analytical study of selected issues from the sections on legal rulings (ahkam) in
his book (Kaft al-Muhtaj ila Sharh al-Minhaj).

The significance of this study lies, on one hand, in highlighting the scholarly stature of the Imam,
whose reputation spread throughout the capitals and regions of the Islamic world; and on the other hand,
in uncovering his methodology in correlating legal branches with foundational principles as presented in
his work.

Keywords:Deriving - Subrules - Core Principles - Ibn al Mulaqqin - Islamic ruling.
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