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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the enduring acceptability and popularity of Omar Khayyam in Egypt by examining the
textual, cultural, and social factors that shaped his deep-rooted presence in Egyptian cultural consciousness.
Drawing upon Roger Asselineau’s theory of literary acceptability—which interprets the text as a dynamic

interaction between the author, the audience, and the surrounding cultural context—the research traces how
Khayyam’s Rubaiyat evolved from literary translations to a multifaceted cultural phenomenon. Throughout the
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twentieth century, Egypt witnessed an extensive reception of Khayyam’s poetry, as his meditations on existence,
death, and love resonated with the intellectual climate of the Egyptian renaissance. The initial stage of this
reception emerged through translations from English and French sources, especially Edward FitzGerald’s
renowned version, which introduced Khayyam to Arab intellectual circles and paved the way for his integration
into modern Arabic thought. The pivotal contribution came from Ahmed Rami, whose mastery of Persian
enabled him to render the Rubaiyat into refined, musical Arabic poetry that captivated Egyptian sensibilities.
This translation gained monumental artistic expression when Umm Kulthum performed Rubaiyat al-Khayyam
to the compositions of Riad al-Sunbati and Mohamed Abdel Wahab, transforming the verses into an eternal
artistic symphony that fused poetic contemplation with musical brilliance. Khayyam’s influence later extended
into Egyptian cinema, theater, and television, where his philosophical and symbolic reflections were
reinterpreted as meditations on human fate and moral questioning. In the digital age, his presence has been
revitalized through social media platforms, where his verses and images circulate widely, often accompanied by
music, reaffirming his relevance to contemporary audiences. Therefore, Khayyam’s acceptability in Egypt
emerges as a multidimensional and enduring phenomenon shaped by the interplay of text, translation, art, and
modern media, embodying the essence of literary acceptability within Egypt’s rich and diverse cultural

framework Keywords: translation, temporary, fame, Omar Khayyam, Egyptian culture
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