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The effect of using the (POSSE) Strategy on developing rapid thinking

among third-year students at the College of Basic Education.[]
farhad.mustafal @su.edu.krd
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the effect of using the (POSSE) Strategy on developing fast thinking among
third-year students in the College of Basic Education. The researcher adopted the experimental method due to
its suitability to the nature of the study, employing a quasi-experimental design with partial control (an
experimental and a control group with pre- and post-tests). The research sample consisted of (64) students, with
(32) students in each of the experimental and control groups, selected from the Department of Social Sciences,
College of Basic Education, Salahaddin University—Erbil, during the first semester of the academic year (2025—
2026). The experimental group was taught using the (POSSE) Strategy, while the control group was taught
using the traditional method based on presentation, lecturing, and explanation. Section (A) was randomly
selected to represent the experimental group, whereas Section (B) represented the control group.Equivalence
between the two groups was ensured in several variables, including students’ chronological age (calculated in
months), scores on the prior knowledge test, intelligence level, and pre-test scores of fast thinking. Data were
collected using the Fast Thinking Scale. The study reached several conclusions, most notably that the (POSSE)
Strategy contributes to making the student the central focus of the educational process and provides an
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interactive learning environment among students, which reduces boredom, monotony, and mental distraction,
and enhances understanding and comprehension of lessons. This, in turn, positively affects students’ academic
achievement. Moreover, the strategy emphasizes immediate positive reinforcement and provides direct
feedback on students’ performance during instruction, which helps develop thinking skills, particularly fast
thinking in making correct decisions. In addition, the use of the (POSSE) Strategy promotes students’
psychological comfort, enhances learner autonomy, increases self-confidence and self-esteem, and supports
positive self-perceptions of their abilities and learning competence, resulting in a noticeable increase in
motivation and active participation in the learning process.
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