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Abstract
This study examines the legal framework of the right to participate in cultural life in the light of international
human rights standards through a comparative analysis of the constitutional and legislative systems of Iraq and
Iran. The research begins by outlining the theoretical foundations of this right, clarifying its main components,
namely access to cultural resources, effective participation in cultural life, contribution to cultural and artistic
production, and cultural education grounded in respect for diversity. It then analyzes the relevant international
instruments, in particular Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 15 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as the normative reference for states
obligations in this field. Building on this framework, the study compares the Iraqi and Iranian constitutions and
their implementing legislation in the areas of education, media and publishing, cultural heritage, and the rights
of linguistic and religious minorities, in order to assess their degree of conformity with international standards.
The findings indicate that, at the textual level, the Iraqi Constitution tends to adopt a more pluralistic approach
that recognizes linguistic and cultural diversity and provides a relatively broader space for cultural expression

and association, although its implementation is seriously hampered by institutional weakness and political
instability. In contrast, the Iranian Constitution and related legislation link cultural rights to the official Islamic
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identity and subject the exercise of these rights to the requirement of compliance with “Islamic criteria”, which
narrows the space for independent cultural participation, especially for some minority groups. The study
concludes that both countries need legislative and institutional reforms to clarify the scope of the right to
participate in cultural life, strengthen guarantees for the protection of cultural diversity, and reduce unjustified
restrictions, in order to achieve greater harmonization with their international obligations and to make this right
justiciable and effectively enforceable.Keywords: Right to participate in cultural life; Human rights; Iraqi
Constitution; Iranian Constitution; Cultural pluralism.
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