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Abstract
This article examines the semiotics of time and space in Mariam Youssef's novel "Between Two Fires." Time
forms a complex and multifaceted framework that transcends linear sequence to reflect the psychological state
and profound human experiences of the characters. Meanwhile, space transforms from a mere backdrop into an
active and tangible element that defines the environment of social and personal conflicts and influences the
development of events. The study's significance lies in revealing the interaction of temporal and spatial symbols
and their impact on constructing the narrative structure and character dynamics. The study employs semiotics
as an analytical tool to decode temporal and spatial symbols within the novel, focusing on the psychological
and social dimensions embodied by these symbols and how they activate dramatic tensions and enhance
symbolic atmospheres. The study also details how the author utilizes non-linear narrative techniques, such as
flashbacks and foreshadowing, to depict temporal complexities, thus imbuing the text with depth and a sense of
movement and transformation. The article explores the contrast between spatial symbols, such as enclosed
spaces that symbolize confinement or despair, and open spaces that express freedom and hope, highlighting the
impact of space on shaping the characters' personalities and influencing the course of events. The study also
explores how the spatial environment influences inner feelings and psychological conflicts, becoming an
integral part of the semiotic structure of the novel and outlining a vital relationship between humanity and its
environment. It concludes that the characters' interaction with time and space reflects psychological and social
transformations. Time emerges as a driving force for change, amplifying internal and external conflicts, while
space forms an environment that reflects the crises and tensions experienced by the characters. Furthermore,
the semiotic symbols associated with time and space open avenues for a deeper interpretation of the novel's
messages and contribute to building a balanced dramatic atmosphere between the protagonists' self-awareness
and their interaction with their surroundings. In conclusion, the study affirms that the novel "Between Two
Fires" employs semiotics by utilizing time and space as visual and symbolic means to enhance understanding
of the human experience within the narrative. It underscores the text's ability to create dynamic interplays
between reality and symbolism, with these two dimensions contributing to the formation of a cohesive literary
work. The study highlights the importance of a semiotic critical perspective in reading modern texts to grasp
the interaction between narrative components and the cultural and psychological factors within them.
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