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Abstract

This research examines Ghazi Abdul Rahman Al-Gosaibi's novel "Apartment of Freedom" from a critical
perspective, focusing on the cultural and political dimensions of the youth experience in Egypt during the Y37 +s.
It explores the theoretical framework of the concept of freedom, the role of youth in Arabic literature, and the
evolving nature of cultural identity. The research highlights the novel's significance as a cultural document
representing the interactions of an Arab generation that lived through profound political and social
transformations. It aims to analyze the novel's narrative and symbolic structure to understand how it expressed
the intellectual and political struggles of young people. The researcher employs a critical analytical approach to
deconstruct the novel through cultural, social, and political axes, linking the events of the novel to the historical
and political context of Egypt after the July 1952 revolution. The research focuses on the novel's characters as
diverse representations of young people grappling with issues of identity and belonging. It also examines how
the novel portrays student culture and the social and political dynamics that influenced their understanding of
the broader concept of freedom. The importance of this study lies in highlighting the active role of literature,
particularly the novel, as a mirror reflecting the throes of intellectual, political, and social transformations in
Arab societies. The research methodology allows for an understanding of the youth experience as a human
project intertwined with ideological divisions and power struggles. Furthermore, it sheds light on the novel as a
platform for democratic dialogue and individual freedoms within a repressive and evolving context. One of the
key findings of the research is that "Apartment of Freedom" presents a concept of freedom that is not merely
theoretical discourse or political slogans, but rather a lived, everyday experience through which young people
grapple with their social and intellectual limitations, asserting their position as agents of change, not simply as
the future of the nation. The study also indicates that the major ideologies of our time have not offered
comprehensive solutions, but have instead generated troubling divisions within the youth themselves, creating a
state of fragmentation and a continuous search for a renewed identity. The study demonstrates that cultural
identity in the novel is not static but an ongoing process of construction and debate, where the characters
represent a facet of the multiplicity and diversity in understanding belonging, religion, and politics. She also
pointed out that the novel is not merely a historical narrative but a living document through which contemporary
generations can draw inspiration from past experiences and develop a critical awareness to confront the
challenges of the present and future. She emphasized the role of literature in building bridges between
generations and its enduring message about the struggle for freedom and the recognition of the complexities of
youthful experience throughout history.Keywords: Ghazi Abdul Rahman Al-Gosaibi; "Apartment of Freedom"
novel; narration of youthful experience; critical reading; culture, politics. M
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