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Abstract

This article explores the symbolic structure of place in the narrative world of Mohamed Gibriel, illustrating how
the fictional space transforms from a mere backdrop for events into a living entity endowed with memory,
consciousness, and influence over the characters’ destinies. In Gibriel’s works—especially those set in
Alexandria—place becomes the core of narrative existence, where history and emotion, reality and myth, the
self and the collective intertwine, turning space into a mediator between human beings and the world.The article
focuses on four major novels: Al-Nawaris (The Seagulls), Masharif al-Yaqin (The Thresholds of Certainty),
Najmat al-Masa’ (The Evening Star), and Hayrat al-Shazli (The Confusion of al-Shazli). In these works, place
is portrayed as an existential experience and a field of psychological and social conflict. Al-Nawaris presents a
spiritual journey toward freedom and liberation, while Masharif al-Yaqin reflects a Sufi quest for serenity
through the symbols of the sea, darkness, and the Sufi lodge. Najmat al-Masa’ reveals Alexandria and Cairo as
spaces of alienation and political anxiety, where the café, office, or rooftop become zones of surveillance and
isolation. In Hayrat al-Shazli, spatial movement blends with mysticism, turning travel between places into a
journey toward self-realization and meaning.Gibriel constructs place through a pivotal metaphorical framework
that makes the sea a mirror of the soul, the café an observatory of memory, and the city a conscious entity
watching its inhabitants. For him, space is not merely physical but a psychological and spiritual state where times
and memories intersect. The sea symbolizes life and destiny, while narrow streets embody confinement and
alienation. His novels highlight the dialectical relationship between space and time through what Bakhtin calls
the chronotope, where past and present intertwine within a dynamic narrative space.The study shows that Gibriel
employs multiple narrative techniques—such as flashback, detailed description, and personification—to turn
places into active characters with their own histories and voices. Alexandria and Cairo, therefore, are not neutral
settings but reflections of human struggle between belonging and estrangement, between authority’s control and
memory’s persistence. Gibriel’s narrative style fuses documentary realism (the recording of names, places, and
dates) with metaphorical imagery, granting inanimate spaces an inner life.Ultimately, the research concludes that
place in Gibriel’s fiction is a language of existence and a mirror of consciousness, transcending geography to
become a symbol of the human search for meaning in a turbulent world. Every street, sea, and house carries a
deep human imprint, turning space itself into a partner in narration and a bridge between personal memory and
collective awareness. Thus, Gibriel’s representations of place reveal a profoundly humanistic literary vision—
one that transforms the city, port, and café into maps of the soul, and literature into a means of reflecting the
relationship between man, time, place, and existence. Keywords: Mohamed Gibriel, representations of place, Al-
Nawaris, Masharif al-Yaqin, Najmat al-Masa’, Hayrat al-ShazIi.
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