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Abstract
This study examines the image of women in contemporary Arab feminist poetry as an aesthetic and semantic
representation of profound transformations in Arab literary and social consciousness. It aims to analyze how
Arab women poets, from the twentieth century onward, have reshaped the image of women beyond the traditional
frameworks imposed by patriarchal poetry, which confined women to physical beauty or conventional romantic
roles. Drawing on selected poetic texts, the study demonstrates a shift in women’s representation from a passive
poetic object to an active subject possessing an autonomous voice that articulates existential concerns, human
aspirations, and resistance to social and political constraints. The analysis reveals that feminist poetry presents
diverse images of women, including the resistant woman symbolizing homeland and freedom, the woman in
search of identity, and the woman rebelling against patriarchal authority. These representations are conveyed
through innovative artistic and symbolic techniques that seek to dismantle dominant linguistic and cultural
structures and reconstruct poetic language in accordance with women’s lived experiences. The study further
highlights poetic writing as a liberatory practice and a critical space for reconfiguring meaning and imagery. It
concludes that contemporary Arab feminist poetry constitutes a qualitative shift in poetic discourse, functioning
as a platform for expressing values of freedom, justice, and equality, and as an effective tool for redefining

female identity within a changing social and cultural context.Keywords: Feminist poetry; image of women,;
Arab poetic discourse; female identity; cultural criticism
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