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Summary

A careful examination of the jurists' opinions reveals a divergence in the rulings concerning found property.
They permit finding property when people are morally corrupt, establishing specific rulings for this, and other
rulings when people are morally upright. Similarly, lost property is considered a category of found property.
Jurists differentiate between lost property, sheep, and other found items. Regarding lost camels, they stated that
the ruling for finding a camel is the same as for other animals, without distinction. They also said regarding
Regarding sheep, if someone finds a lost sheep in a remote, desolate place, far from civilization, where there is
a risk of it being eaten by wolves, then it is permissible to take it. As for the ruling on taking cattle, horses,
mules, donkeys, and other animals, they said that it is the same as the ruling on camels. Similarly, the majority
of jurists held that regarding the ruling on dealing with lost camels, the judge or his representative may take lost
camels and similar animals, provided they are protected from small predators such as tigers, leopards, wolves,
and others. Taking them is for safekeeping, not ownership, and the finder has the right to return them.For the
Imam or his deputy, as for the ruling on disposing of a lost sheep, they said: that the finder may eat the lost
sheep if he found it in the desert and not in a populated area, and he must intend to own it immediately before
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eating it, and he must guarantee it with its value on the day he owns it if its owner appears. Likewise, the
majority of jurists said regarding spending on the lost sheep: if the finder spends on the lost sheep without the
permission of the judge, it is considered an acquittal, and if he spends with the permission of the judge, he has
the right to claim back what he spent from the owner of the lost sheep, and he has the right to impound it for
the debt of spending, and if it perishes after impounding it, the debt of spending is dropped because it has
become like a pledge, and it is guaranteed by the debt.There are many ways to identify lost property. Scholars
used to specify places where people gather, such as mosque entrances, markets, and so on. Today, with
technological and scientific advancements, television, satellite, the internet, and other means have become
widespread, and these can be used to disseminate news of lost property. Our final supplication is that all praise
belongs to God, Lord of the Worlds, and may God’s peace and blessings be upon the noblest of messengers,
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his family and companions. Amen.researcher Finding — Lost item —
Construction — Disposition — Ownership — Judge
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