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Abstract

This study presents an in-depth Qur’anic and narrational analysis of the fundamental factors that lead to defeat
and breakdown in the life of nations. It highlights that defeat, from the Qur’anic perspective, is not measured
solely by military standards; rather, it is the result of spiritual, ethical, intellectual, and social deficiencies that
precede collapse on the battlefield. The analysis is rooted in Qur’anic texts and supported by the views of
exegetes from both the Shi‘a and Sunni schools.

The study first clarifies that the Qur’an does not attribute defeat to material weakness alone, but to weakness
within the soul, the will, and faith. As Allah says: ée&-m‘ sie e 3h dﬁ), indicating that internal error is the true
origin of defeat. Accordingly, exegetes emphasized that breakdown begins within hearts before it appears in the
field.

The core factors of defeat are classified into four principal dimensions:

1. Spiritual weakness and moral deviation: When trust in Allah weakens and patience and sincerity fade, jihad
turns into a Worldly struggle devoid of spiritual depth. Al-Tabarsi, in his commentary on the versef a&ibal Lag)
oaaadl &N a5 highlights this meaning clearly.
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2. Internal division and conflict: This is among the most prominent Qur’anic causes of defeat, as expressed in
His saying: (a&&s, G iy ) sladid | oo 35 ¥ ),

3. Weak leadership and disobedience of commands: This was manifested in the Battle of Uhud, where the
archers disobeyed the Prophet’s # command, resulting in defeat. Wise leadership and organizational discipline
thus stand as essential pillars in resisting breakdown.Love of worldly life and fear of death:

This is the most dangerous psychological factor, referenced in the verse: Jswslly 35i & (g5t ¥ & staiad k)
{aSUA‘ & 92X The study further demonstrates—through comparative analysis of exegetical views—that all
forms of defeat in Islamic history were the result of internal imbalance before being caused by external enemies.

The Qur’an consistently links victory to obedience and defeat to disobedience, as affirmed in the verse: @ &Y
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