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Abstract:

This research addresses the effectiveness of supra-constitutional principles in the Iraqi and Egyptian legal
systems, based on the importance of these principles in ensuring the stability of the constitutional structure,
protecting fundamental rights and freedoms, and safeguarding supreme values that may not be violated, even by
the constituent authority. The research aims to uncover the role supra-constitutional principles play in regulating
the work of public authorities and preventing legislative or constitutional deviation, with a focus on their impact
on the Iraqi and Egyptian experiences, particularly at the level of constitutional judiciary. The research relies on
a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, and arrives at several conclusions, most notably that supra-
constitutional principles represent an effective tool for ensuring the protection of the democratic system and
preventing legislative tyranny. However, their effectiveness differs between Iraq and Egypt. While the Iraqi
position has remained vacillating between acknowledgment and denial, given the absence of explicit texts and a
hesitant judicial role, the Egyptian experience has demonstrated a clearer presence of these principles through
the jurisprudence of the Supreme Constitutional Court, which considered certain values and principles to be
above the level of constitutional texts. Keywords: supra-constitutional principles, constitution, Iraqi law,
Egyptian law.
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