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Abstract:

This research presents an analytical study of the conflict between the brothers al-Amin and al-Ma'mun, sons of
the Abbasid Caliph Harun al-Rashid, by tracing their lives and upbringing, the influence of their mothers, and
the role of al-Rashid's marriages in shaping the political landscape within the Abbasid court. The research aims
to uncover the social, familial, and political roots that led to the outbreak of the great strife between the two
brothers, while demonstrating how their upbringing and maternal environments contributed to the formation of
their contrasting personalities. The research reveals that al-Amin, son of Zubayda bint Ja'far, was raised in a
purely Arab environment characterized by luxury and power, which instilled in him a love of leadership and a
determination to claim the caliphate without rival. In contrast, al-Ma'mun, the son of a Persian concubine named
Marajil, was raised in Khorasan within a scholarly and administrative environment that inclined him towards
wisdom, rationality, and calculated politics. The study also revealed that Harun al-Rashid's marriages were not
merely personal relationships, but had political and social dimensions, resulting in multiple loyalties within the
palace and contributing to the deepening rift between supporters of al-Amin and supporters of al-Ma'mun. The
research concluded that the conflict between al-Amin and al-Ma'mun was not solely the result of personal
ambition, but rather a reflection of the intertwining factors of inheritance, lineage, and politics, making this event
a model for understanding the internal structure of the Abbasid state at the height of its power.Keywords: al-

Amin — al-Ma'mun — Harun al-Rashid — Abbasid Caliphate — Zubayda — Marajil — Political conflict — Abbasid
state — Mothers — Political marriage
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