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Abstract

This research examines Iraqi military music as a cultural and artistic expression reflecting the image of the state
and the prestige of its army. Consequently, Iraqi military music has risen to a level that qualifies it to be a true
reflection and a living embodiment of the Iraqi army's achievements. This is evidenced by the enactment of
numerous decrees and laws that solidify this approach and glorify all members of its armed forces. Thus, the
determination of Iraq's leaders and its people led to the Iraqi army possessing a military music rooted in the
depths of Iraqi history. The question then arises: why did the military choose music as a powerful and symbolic
tool of communication? It is a universal language, reflecting the cultural and organizational progress of the state
in many respects. Because music represents a country to other nations and is intertwined with the human spirit,
it has given rise to timeless national anthems that have resonated deeply throughout history and carry significant
historical, social, and political weight. The study revealed that Iraqi military music originated and developed
alongside the emergence of the modern state in the first quarter of the 20th century, drawing its roots from the
ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia. It served as a communication tool between army commanders and soldiers
on the battlefield, exerting a direct psychological influence on the enemy through the sounds of drums and
rhythms that evoked both awe and enthusiasmMilitary music contributed to instilling discipline and cohesion
among all branches of the armed forces, particularly during military ceremonies for receiving heads of state at
official events or official delegations at the Iraqi Ministry of Defense. It was present at all national occasions and
official ceremonies, becoming a symbol of the state's artistic and cultural prestige. The research also
demonstrated that military music maintained its presence despite advancements in warfare and military
technology, continuing its symbolic and cultural role, and reflecting the state's and intellectuals' interest in its
history and its impact on shaping Iraqi national identity. This research aims to document the history of Iraqi
military music, highlighting the efforts of some academic musicians who have written about military music, and
emphasizing the importance of encouraging future studies to develop and sustain this art form, serving the army
and enriching Iraqi musical heritage. Keywords: Military music, Iraqi army, musical heritage, national identity,
military march, military discipline, national symbolism, Iraqi military history. M
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