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Abstract:

This study presents an in-depth critical reading of the poetry of the Iraqi poet Najah Abdullah, who has managed
to establish a distinctive presence in the contemporary Iraqi and Arab poetic scene through her exceptional ability
to shape language and employ imagery to express her human and feminine vision simultaneously. She possesses
all the elements of artistic and emotional expression, combining in her poems the beauty of imagery, precision
of simile, and richness of symbolism. For her, language becomes a mirror reflecting a fragmented self—torn
between the longing for homeland, the pain of exile, and the constant search for balance between reality and
dream. Through her delicate sensitivity and genuine emotions, the poet succeeds in creating a profound
interaction with her audience.lkhlas Al-Taie was born in Baghdad. She began writing poetry in her childhood,
as well as short stories, articles, and reports, which were published in local newspapers and broadcast on radio.
She published her first poem in Al-Mazmar children’s magazine at the age of thirteen. Her first poetry collection,
The Noon Bird, was published by Ninawa House in Syria. Among her other works are The Sun Does Not Awaken
the Birds, The Henna Flower, Zahir and Tarif, Sarah in Wonderland, My Grandmother’s Tales (a folkloric
heritage collection), Creatures that Love Ashes (poetry), and The Snow Flower and the Frozen Bees (children’s
stories in English).She has published numerous poetry collections and participated in several literary and artistic
festivals across the Arab world, receiving multiple awards for her free verse poetry. Her poems are often inspired
by her deep love for her homeland and its people. Among her collections, Ash That Is Not from Ember (2012)
celebrates the eternal, gentle river and evokes the alleys of life infused with childhood whispers. Some of her
well-known poems include The Deception, Too Late, and Falling Leaves. Her second poetry collection, The
Flying Carpet (2010), features poems for children and young readers.Ikhlas Al-Taie is a member of the Iraqi
Journalists Syndicate, the Union of Iraqi Writers and Authors, the Story Club, and the Nazik Al-Malaika Forum.
She has received more than fifty awards and certificates of appreciation (Digital Media Site, March 9, 2018).The
research adopts an analytical method to deconstruct the aesthetic and intellectual structure of her poems,
revealing how poetic imagery functions as a tool for reconstructing awareness of self and reality. The findings
show that Ikhlas Al-Taie does not present woman as a victim or a follower, but as an active being engaged in an
existential struggle with a harsh environment, transforming pain into a creative force that drives renewal and
continuity. Thus, feminine resilience in her poetry is embodied as a cultural and aesthetic act that restores to the
Iraqi woman her silenced voice and her right to express both self and homeland.Keywords: contemporary Iraqi
poetry, field of literature, exile, resilience.
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