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Abstract
This study addresses the research problem of analyzing the dialectical relationship between the female self and
place in the Iraqi author Maysaloon Fakhir's novel "Zahra." It proceeds from the hypothesis that place is not
merely a container for events but a primary actor in shaping the female identity and its psychological and
existential transformations. The study aims to uncover the semantic and symbolic dimensions that place
acquires in forming the consciousness of the protagonist "Sara/Zahra" and to analyze the mechanisms she
employs to rebel against imposed spatial boundaries and reconfigure places to express her true identity. The
study relied on the analytical method of the narrative text by tracking the transformations of the main character
through her interaction with various places (the home, the prison, the courtroom, imagined spaces) and linking
these interactions to psychological and social dimensions. The analysis yielded key results, most notably: the

protagonist's journey was a series of transformations organically linked to places, through which she
transitioned from an imposed identity to an authentic one, utilizing mechanisms of rebellion through movement
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and the symbolic reconfiguration of place. The study concluded that the liberation of the female self in the novel

was contingent upon her rediscovery of her relationship with place and subjugating it to her will and identity.
Keywords: Female Self, Place, Identity, Maysaloon Fakhir, Novel "Zahra."
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