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Abstract

This research seeks to examine the transformations of ISIS media between 2014 and 2020 through a
comparative analysis of the phases of expansion and decline. Media represented a strategic tool for the
organization, which it employed to expand its influence, promote its ideology, and construct the global image
of the "Caliphate." <During the expansion phase (2014-2016), ISIS relied on diverse and professional media
production, manifested in electronic magazines, high-quality propaganda films, and audiovisual statements
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issued by its institutions. The organization’s media discourse at that time was characterized by an emphasis on
victory and empowerment, and on portraying the image of an existing state, while targeting a global audience
through multiple languages, which contributed to the recruitment of thousands of foreign fighters.«In the decline
phase (2017-2020), the loss of territory and resources was reflected in the media, as the quantity and quality of
production declined. Most magazines ceased, and activity was limited to the A/-Naba newspaper and a few
short clips. The discourse shifted from preaching victory to defending survival and resilience. International
efforts led to the closure of accounts and the prevention of content dissemination on open platforms, which
forced the organization to resort to encrypted channels such as Telegram. The comparison demonstrates that
ISIS media was not merely a reflection of events, but rather an influential instrument in constructing its image.
However, media decline resulted from the overlap of several factors: loss of territory, the killing of media
cadres, technological pressures, financial setbacks, and the exposure of the organization’s violent discourse.

The research concludes that the ISIS experience represents an important model for understanding the
relationship between media and extremism, and affirms that confronting extremist propaganda requires an
integrated effort combining military security, intellectual engagement, and international technological

cooperation.Keywords: ISIS Media — Expansion and Decline — Extremist Propaganda
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