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Abstract
This study examines the heated political episodes of the television program A/-Ittijah al-Mu ‘akis (The Opposite
Direction), hosted by Faisal Al-Qassem on Al Jazeera, through a media-focused analysis that integrates two
theoretical frameworks: Uses and Gratifications Theory and Discourse Pragmatics. The research aims to
understand how dialectical debates are constructed between the host and the guests, the persuasive strategies
employed in the program, and the broader impact on audience awareness as well as their cognitive, emotional,
social, and political responses.The significance of the study lies in several dimensions: it enriches Arab media
studies by combining discourse analysis with an examination of audience motivations; it uncovers the intricate
mechanisms underlying the management of adversarial debates; and it enhances public understanding of the
extent to which political satellite media shapes attitudes and positions.The central research problem arises from
the absence of systematic studies linking program content with audience motivations and the pragmatic
strategies of both host and guests. This gap leaves the influence of televised political debates on audience
engagement and responses insufficiently explained. To address this, the study adopts a mixed qualitative—
quantitative analytical approach, focusing on eight episodes aired between 2014 and 2022. It investigates the
nature of guest disputes, the degree of host intervention, the distribution of themes, and audience responses
according to cognitive, emotional, social, and political motivations, in addition to a detailed analysis of the
pragmatic strategies used in the debates.The study is divided into three integrated sections:
1. Theoretical Framework — outlining Uses and Gratifications Theory and Discourse Pragmatics as applied to
political debates, and clarifying their relevance to audience behaviour and discursive strategies.
2. Empirical Analysis — examining the selected episodes (2014-2022) with a focus on media and political
readings of the dialectical exchanges, the host’s style, and the role of the guests in shaping the dialogue.
3. Findings and Conclusions — presenting results drawn from the eight episodes, along with recommendations
and practical suggestions for improving audience engagement and the effectiveness of debate management.
The findings demonstrate that the host’s strategies and the guests’ discursive practices significantly influence
audience motivations and responses. Episodes marked by heightened antagonism and precise linguistic
manoeuvring generated greater engagement across cognitive, emotional, and social levels. Moreover, the
subject matter proved decisive in capturing audience interest, with politically and humanly charged issues
attracting more attention than general regional topics. Ultimately, the study concludes that such debates combine
strategic discourse with a human dimension, enabling audiences to develop critical positions grounded in
actionable information.The research ends with recommendations for adopting structured pragmatic strategies
in televised debates to enhance positive audience interaction, developing precise tools for measuring the degree
of antagonism and its effects, and encouraging future studies to integrate discourse analysis with audience
motivations in order to deepen academic understanding of the impact of political satellite media in the Arab
world.Keywords: political satellite media, Al-Ittijah al-Mu ‘akis, heated political debates, audience motivations,
discourse pragmatics, media antagonism, persuasion strategies, audience engagement. l_NJ Umla
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