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Abstract

Circumcision is among the jurisprudential and social topics that have attracted considerable attention from
scholars and thinkers, both in the past and in contemporary times, due to its close connection with religious
rituals and its deep roots in the social customs and traditions of Islamic societies. This subject represents a
domain in which religious texts intersect with cultural practices, thereby becoming a field of diverse opinions
and juristic interpretations.Scholars, hadith specialists, and jurists have expressed markedly different views on
this matter. Some have maintained that circumcision is obligatory for both males and females, basing their
position on certain religious texts. Others have held that it is obligatory only for males, while being a
recommended Sunnah for females. A third group has regarded it as a commendable act (sunnah mandiibah), for
which one is rewarded if performed but not punished if omitted, emphasizing that the textual evidence
concerning female circumcision does not rise to the level of legal obligation.In examining the contemporary
reality across the Muslim world, it becomes evident that Muslim communities differ significantly in their stance
toward female circumcision, largely influenced by variations in cultural and social contexts. A small number of
Muslims have adhered to the limits prescribed by Islamic law, practicing circumcision as a religious duty or
Sunnah while observing the legal boundaries regarding what may or may not be removed. Conversely, a larger
segment has exhibited excess and exaggeration in practice, exceeding the bounds of moderation and failing to
confine themselves to the minimal extent indicated by the Prophetic tradition. This has resulted in harmful
practices that diverge from the higher objectives of Islamic law, sparking widespread medical, ethical, and
juristic controversy.Keywords: Circumcision, Islamic Texts, Juristic Opinions 2
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