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Abstract

This research presents a semiotic reading of the play "The Night of the Slaves" by the Syrian writer Mamdouh

Adwan, one of the most prominent Arabic plays that sheds light on issues of oppression, freedom, and slavery

through historically symbolic characters. The study aims to analyze the network of linguistic, visual, and

symbolic signs that contribute to meaning production within the theatrical text, focusing on the patterns of power

and resistance that emerge from the structure of the text itself, not merely from its content.The research adopts

a semiotic approach, drawing on concepts from theatrical semiology such as the sign, index, icon, and the

relationship between the signifier and the signified. It benefits from the insights of Russian formalists, Roland

Barthes, Ferdinand de Saussure, and others to deconstruct the semantic structure of the text. The analysis focuses

on three main characters: Bilal ibn Rabah, who embodies the semiotics of resistance through voice, body, and

color, symbolizing moral liberation and faith; Al-Hutay’a, who is used as a sign of suppressed speech and the

marginalized intellectual, revealing the paradoxes of power and submission; and Wahshi, who represents the

model of chosen slavery, with his character illustrating the complicity of the oppressed with the oppressor

through fear and loss of consciousness.The study concludes that "The Night of the Slaves" does not merely

present dramatic characters, but constructs a semantic system that reflects a deeper struggle between freedom

and bondage. It affirms that theater is an aesthetic and existential tool for questioning structures of authority.

Thus, the play becomes an open text, inviting multiple readings, awakening awareness, and elevating the word
as a means of resistance.
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