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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the semiotic structure of the characters in the story "The Garden of Widows" by the
Iraqi writer Diaa Al-Jubeili. It stems from the central problem of the need to uncover the deep semantic and
cultural dimensions embedded within the construction of the narrative characters. The study seeks to achieve a
set of objectives, most notably analyzing the sign system of the main characters, deciphering the symbolic codes
they carry, and identifying the semiotic mechanisms employed by the author to transform the characters into
semantic systems that express the concerns of Iraqi reality. The study adopts a semiotic approach for its analysis,
utilizing Greimans' frameworks for analyzing the narrative trajectory, supplemented by the descriptive-analytical

method. The study has reached significant results, most notably that the characters in the story form an integrated
sign system carrying profound cultural and social significations. The character of Adam represented a symbol of
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oppressed consciousness, the mother embodied the duality of the patriarchal system, and the character of Zorba
represented cultural colonialism. The study also revealed the key semiotic mechanisms employed by Al-Jubeili,
namely dialogic intertextuality, mythical displacement, and the transformation of symbols, which contributed to
turning the characters into cultural symbols capable of dissecting the complexities of Iraqi reality. Keywords:
Semiotics, Fictional Character, The Garden of Widows, Diaa Al-Jubeili, Narrative Analysis. M
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