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Abstract
This study addresses a gap in the absence of a comprehensive framework for analyzing rhythmic structures in
Arabic poetic texts. Previous studies have not established clear criteria for rhythmic distribution and its relation
to semantic dimensions, nor have they employed quantitative measures of rhythm’s impact on the recipient.
The importance of this research lies in its attempt to enrich textual phonetics by presenting an integrated
analytical model that combines external music—represented by meter, rhyme, and parallelism—with internal

music, such as repetition, alliteration, antithesis, and the return of the line’s end to its beginning. In addition, it
incorporates an experimental tool based on a questionnaire to measure the psychological and emotional
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responses of readers, taking the poetry of Walid al-A‘zami as a case study.Building on this gap and its
significance, the research aims to construct a descriptive-analytical model for reading the rhythmic structure in
Walid al-A‘zami’s poetry and linking it to its semantic functions. It also seeks to define the criteria of sound
rhythm within poetic texts, then apply this model to a selected corpus of his poetry to demonstrate the effect of
rhythmic patterns on the reader’s emotional impression. The findings revealed that the interaction between
external and internal music enhances the semantic structure of the text. While meter, rhyme, and parallelism
provide a sense of apparent musical unity, repetition, alliteration, antithesis, and the return of the line’s end to
its beginning deepen the emotional effect and draw attention to new dimensions of meaning. Reader surveys
further indicated a marked increase in psychological and emotional engagement when compound rhythmic
patterns were activated compared to isolated elements.The research plan begins with a first chapter on
theoretical concepts: the first section explores the notion of “structure,” followed by clarifying the concept of
“rhythm.” The second chapter then presents the determinants of rhythmic structure in the text, first addressing
external music (meter, rhyme, and parallelism) in Walid al-A‘zami’s poetry, and then detailing internal music
(repetition, alliteration, antithesis, and the return of the line’s end to its beginning) with examples from his work.
This provides the theoretical foundation for applying the analytical model and experimental questionnaire to
the study corpus.Keywords: Rhythmic structure — External rthythm — Internal rhythm — Poetic meter —

Rhyme — Taf*1lah (metrical foot) — Poetic music — Repetition — Intonation — Walid al-A‘zami.
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