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Abstract
This comparative-analytical study examines the foundations of criminal environmental protection in Iraq and
Iran across three interlinked dimensions: constitutional, legislative, and institutional-executive. The findings
reveal that while both countries constitutionally recognize the duty to protect the environment, the scope and
implementation mechanisms differ significantly. In Iran, Article 50 of the Constitution establishes environmental
protection as a general guiding principle for public policy, whereas Article 33 of the Iraqi Constitution imposes
a joint obligation on the state and citizens, providing a basis for subsequent legislative development.
Legislatively, Iran favors a “coordinated plurality” of sectoral laws such as the 1974 Environmental Protection
and Enhancement Act, the 2004 Waste Management Act, and the 2017 Wetlands Law while Iraq relies mainly
on the 2009 Environmental Protection and Improvement Law, supplemented by scattered references in the Penal
Code and later statutes. This results in broader criminalization in Iran but greater textual clarity in Iraq. At the
enforcement level, both systems face overlapping institutional mandates and weak evidentiary and monitoring
frameworks, limiting the effectiveness of prosecutions. The study highlights the need to align sanctions with the
economic value of environmental harm, introduce structural remedies such as license suspension and ecological
restoration, and integrate environmental governance into fiscal and energy reforms. Ultimately, the study
concludes that sustainable effectiveness of environmental criminal policy in both countries depends on three
pillars: inter-institutional coordination, economic rationalization of environmental costs, and enhancement of

public and judicial environmental awareness to bridge the gap between compliance costs and violation costs.
Keywords: Environment, Criminal Protection, Challenges of Criminalization, Iraq, Iran.
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