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The Relationship between Institutional Corruption Level and the
Deterioration of Crisis Management Effectiveness
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Abstract[_]
This research aims to analyze the relationship between the level of institutional corruption and the deterioration
of crisis management effectiveness in Iraq after 2014, using a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative
and qualitative analysis. The study relied on a questionnaire directed to a sample of 300 participants, in addition
to semi-structured interviews with 15 experts in governance, administration, and humanitarian security fields.
The results showed a statistically significant inverse relationship between high levels of structural corruption
and the decline in the effectiveness of state institutions during the preparedness, response, and recovery phases
of crises. It also revealed that sectarian quota allocation, weak transparency, and accountability are the most
influential factors disrupting institutional coordination and wasting public resources. The qualitative interviews
confirmed that corruption in appointments and tenders leads to deliberate delays in decision-making,
weakening the government agencies' ability to manage crises efficiently. The study concluded that combating
corruption is not merely an ethical issue but a structural prerequisite for building an effective and sustainable
crisis management system, proposing an integrated reform model to enhance institutional integrity in the Iraqi
context.Keywords: Institutional corruption, crisis management, governance, sectarian quota allocation, Iraq,
transparency, accountability.
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