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Abstract:
This research aims to clarify the legal framework for electronic contracts in Iraqi civil legislation and the extent
of protection provided by the legislator to contracting parties in the digital transaction environment, with a focus
on addressing the issues of consent, proof, and protecting the weaker party from exploitation or fraud. The
research relied on the analytical approach by studying the legal texts in the Civil Code and the Electronic
Transactions Law No. (78) of 2012, in addition to the comparative approach by balancing these texts with some
jurisprudential principles and other legislative experiences, as well as the descriptive approach that addressed
the technical developments associated with electronic contracts. The results showed that Iraqi legislation
recognized the legitimacy of electronic contracts and gave them validity equal to traditional contracts. It also
considered electronic writing a valid means of proof provided it met the legal and technical requirements, and
approved the validity of electronic signatures provided that documentation and accreditation standards were met.
However, the study demonstrated that the general rules in civil law alone are not sufficient to protect contracting
parties in the digital environment, which necessitated the issuance of special laws. It also indicated that the Iraqi
judiciary has gradually begun to recognize electronic evidence, but it still needs to develop its technical expertise.
The results also confirmed that consumer and vulnerable contractor protection remains insufficient and requires
greater legislative and institutional support. The recommendations concluded with the need to develop legal texts
related to electronic contracts to enhance consumer and vulnerable contractor protection, while strengthening

the technical and legal infrastructure for electronic signatures through the adoption of more secure systems.
Keywords: Contractor, Electronic Contracts, Civil Legislation.
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