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Abstract:
The study of criminal behavior and the causal relationship is one of the fundamental topics in criminal law.
Criminal behavior represents the external manifestation of the material element of the crime, while the causal
relationship constitutes the link between the criminal act and its result. Criminal behavior is defined as any act
or omission committed by the offender’s will that infringes upon a legally protected right. The mere existence
of criminal intent is insufficient to establish a crime unless it is embodied in a tangible material act. The Iraqi
legislator has defined the forms of criminal behavior in Articles (412—415) of the Penal Code, which include
wounding, beating, administering harmful substances, the use of violence, and committing any act contrary to
the law. Criminal behavior may also occur through omission when it is intentional and in violation of a legal or
professional duty, such as a doctor’s deliberate refusal to treat a patient. Jurisprudence differs regarding moral
means: some scholars reject their classification as criminal behavior, while others—according to the prevailing
view—consider them sufficient for criminal liability whenever they result in tangible physical or psychological
harm. The causal relationship is the link between the criminal act and its result, and criminal responsibility cannot
be established without it. In cases of complicity, the crime must result from the accomplice’s conduct. However,
the Iraqi Penal Code expands the scope of liability to include probable consequences of accomplices’ actions
whenever they are foreseeable and connected to their criminal activity, in accordance with Article (53). The
study concludes that criminal behavior may consist of an act, an omission, or a moral means, and that the causal
relationship forms the foundation of criminal responsibility, whether the result is direct or probable. It

recommends amending legal provisions to explicitly include moral means in crimes of bodily harm,
strengthening the role of medical expertise in proving causation, clarifying the limits of complicity liability, and
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unifying concepts between Iraqi and Egyptian legislation to achieve comprehensive criminal justice. Keywords:
Legal characterization, execution, foreign judicial rulings, international criminal law.
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