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Abstract:
This research aims to demonstrate the impact of recidivism on the aggravation of punishment in Iraqi and Egyptian
legislation by studying legal texts and analyzing the differences between the two systems, with a focus on the
philosophy underlying recidivism as evidence of the offender's dangerousness and persistence in criminality. The
importance of the research lies in its addressing a sensitive topic directly related to the protection of social security
and public order, as repeated crimes reveal a flaw in the criminal's personality that requires special treatment. The
research adopted the comparative and descriptive analytical approach, as the legal texts in the Iraqi and Egyptian
penal codes were analyzed, with the assistance of jurisprudence and the judiciary to clarify the effectiveness of
each system, then a comparison was made between them in terms of the scope of recidivism, its forms, conditions,
and effects. The research reached a set of results, the most prominent of which are: The Iraqi legislator made
recidivism a life sentence after the abolition of the Rehabilitation Law, while the Egyptian legislator set it within
time periods, making it more flexible; and that Iraqi law did not distinguish between simple and repeated
recidivism, unlike the Egyptian law, which explicitly stipulated it; Similarity in crimes is a condition in some
Egyptian cases of recidivism, while Iraq has adopted a more comprehensive system. The research concluded with
a number of recommendations, the most important of which are: the necessity of amending Article (139) of the
Iraqi Penal Code to specify time periods for recidivism, similar to Egyptian law; and working to expand the scope

of recidivism in Egyptian legislation to include multiple crimes that reveal criminal seriousness, even if they are
not similar.Keywords: Recidivism, punishment, Iraqi law, Egyptian law
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