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Abstract
This research presents a comparative analytical study of the understanding of the verse {And say, "Work, for
Allah will see your work, and [so will] His Messenger and the believers."} between two of the most prominent

thinkers in contemporary Islamic thought, Sayyid Qutb and Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr. This study reveals how
this verse is employed in constructing the theory of divine oversight and its role in social guidance and moral
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legislation, both in the Sunni context of Sayyid Qutb and in the Shi'a context of Sayyid al-Sadr. It examines the
dimensions of this at the intellectual, societal, and institutional levels. The importance of this research emerges
from several pivotal aspects. First, the verse on work represents one of the fundamental pillars in guiding the
individual and the Islamic community toward responsibility and self-accountability before God. It also links
divine oversight with collective oversight in an integrated structure that encourages continuous activity and
action. Second, the research provides the Islamic library with a new critical approach that combines the
interpretive, dynamic approach of Sayyid Qutb with the objective, inductive approach of Muhammad Bagqir al-
Sadr. Third, the importance of the topic becomes clear in light of the challenges of the modern era, where issues
of transparency and accountability in Islamic societies intertwine with the need to employ Quranic values within
institutional and social systems.The study begins by establishing the basic concepts of the aforementioned verse,
focusing on the significance of oversight in the Holy Quran and its relationship to work practices. It then moves
on to analyze Sayyid Qutb's vision as reflected in his interpretation "In the Shade of the Quran," where he views
divine oversight as a sustainable incentive that drives the nation toward permanent reform and assigns an
important role to the community of believers in monitoring social behavior. On the other hand, Muhammad
Bagir al-Sadr presents a deeper approach that links the philosophy of obligation with the concept of oversight.
He argues that oversight is not merely a moral deterrent, but rather a rational-legal system that seeks to establish
a conscious leadership that contributes to guiding and organizing society toward perfection and justice.The
findings reveal points of convergence and divergence between the two thinkers. Both agree on the centrality of
divine oversight and the necessity of activating it in individual and social realities. However, Qutb focuses more
on the collective dynamics of oversight, linking it to collective responsibility, while al-Sadr grounds oversight
in rational commitment and continuous ijtihad, placing great importance on the concept of leadership and
jurisprudential ijtihad in creating effective oversight. Textual analysis also demonstrates that effective oversight
depends on the integration of metaphysical oversight and modern institutional oversight in managing human
and societal affairs. The study concludes that a deep understanding of this verse facilitates its transfer to practical
and organizational arenas: the Islamic nation is concerned with adopting transparent accountability systems in
which the faith dimension motivates better performance, while capitalizing on the requirements of the modern
era. The paper also calls for the development of an applied approach that encompasses both dimensions: the
Quranic presence and the spirit of the age, by strengthening individual conscience and establishing effective
oversight institutions, similar to what both thinkers proposed. In conclusion, the study recommends further
applied research to leverage this Quranic vision in constructing modern ethical and political systems and
initiating dialogue between the Sunni and Shiite traditions based on shared values.Keywords: Divine
supervision, the verse on work, Sayyid Qutb, Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr, kinetic interpretation, objective
interpretation, work, responsibility, Islamic society, leadership, ijtihad, transparency. M
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