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Abstract:

This study examines Abdul Rahman Majeed Al-Rubaie’s novel The Tattoo through a systemic approach
focusing on the implicit patterns that form the deep structure of the text. The research aims to uncover how
defeat and fracture are represented in individual and collective consciousness, moving beyond traditional critical
readings that focus solely on direct political events to delve into the psychological and intellectual dimensions
that contribute to the crisis of identity. The study adopts a critical analytical approach, relying on a systemic
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framework that enables the deconstruction of the narrative levels in the novel and traces the hidden relationships
between the apparent and the implicit, as well as between the real and the imagined. Through this framework,
it becomes evident that Al-Rubaie presents a text that transcends mere documentation of defeat, forming a
literary discourse that reveals internal wounds and expresses the contradictions of the self in moments of
fracture. The study concludes that the novel is built upon a set of interwoven patterns, the most prominent of
which are: the pattern of sexual defeat, which expresses representations of impotence in the body and
consciousness; the pattern of static time, which reflects existential stagnation; and the pattern of internal
surveillance, which intensifies psychological fracture. These patterns do not merely highlight defeat as a
transient political event but reveal it as a comprehensive existential condition affecting the body, consciousness,
and identity. Thus, The Tattoo remains a literary text that investigates the structure of defeat and the dialectic
of the relationship between power, the body, and freedom.Keywords: Abdul Rahman Majeed Al-Rubaie, The
Tattoo, implicit patterns, defeat, identity, cultural criticism.
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