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Abstract:

This research addresses the aesthetics and functions of the poetic image in the poetry of Ahmad Muhammad Al-
Shami, given the prominent role these images play in enriching the poetic text and highlighting its meanings.
The research problem lies in the absence of a specialized study that deeply explores the aesthetic structure of the
poetic image in Al-Shami’s work and clarifies the functions it performs within his texts. Most previous studies
have focused on thematic or formal aspects without pausing to consider the integrated artistic and functional
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value of the image.The research aims to analyze the poetic images in Al-Shami’s poetry, reveal their sources,
and clarify their artistic and aesthetic dimensions, while also identifying the functions they perform, whether in
clarifying meaning, creating emotional impact, or highlighting the poet's intellectual vision. Through this, the
research seeks to provide a renewed reading of Al-Shami’s experience and to highlight the value of the poetic
image as a structural, aesthetic, and functional element in contemporary Arabic poetry.The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology to examine the texts, extract and analyze the rhetorical images. It also utilizes
a stylistic approach to demonstrate the artistic characteristics, in addition to a thematic approach to determine
the functions that the images fulfill within the poetic text. By doing so, this research aims to fill a gap in the
critical studies related to Al-Shami and to highlight his contribution to the development of the aesthetics and

functions of the poetic image .Keywords: Simile, Metaphor, Ahmad Muhammad Al-Sham
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