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Abstract :
This study explores the temporal structure in Shouqi Kareem Hassan’s novel Shroukiya, through a narrative
approach that reveals time as both a structural and aesthetic element. The research draws on Gérard Genette’s
concepts of narrative time (repetition, duration, order), Paul Ricoeur’s view of the aesthetic dimension of
temporal experience, in addition to Arab critics such as Saeed Yaqtin and Abdullah Ibrahim.
The study is divided into two sections: the first analyzes the tools of narrative time, showing how they created
an inner rhythm that reflects the Iraqi experience of disruption. The second focuses on the aesthetic structure
of time, through rhythm, irony, symbolism, and tension, demonstrating that time is not merely a frame for
events but a semantic language that expresses the collective tragedy of the Shroukiya.

Keywords: Narrative Time; Shroukiya; Rhythm; Temporal Irony; Symbolism; Aesthetic Tension;
Contemporary Iraqi Novel.
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