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Abstract
This study examines the narrative patterns in Hassan Blasim’s short story collection The Madman of Freedom
Square, starting from a central question: how reality and imagination are blended in narrative fiction, and the

impact of this fusion on reshaping both individual and collective memory within the context of the contemporary
Iraqi experience. The need for this research arises from the necessity of understanding how narrative techniques
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are employed to deconstruct official discourses and confront the violence of reality. The study aims to uncover
the mechanisms of merging the real and the imagined, and the role of the unreliable narrator in undermining
dominant narratives and reformulating the human experience.A textual analytical approach was adopted, based
on close reading of the narrative structures and linking them to psychological, social, and political contexts. Five
stories from the collection were selected to represent a diversity of visions and techniques: The Reality and the
Archive, The Truck to Berlin, A Military Newspaper, Ali’s Bag, and The Madman of Freedom Square.The
general findings reveal that Hassan Blasim employs a blend of documentary and fictional elements, as well as
harsh realism and surrealism, to construct texts open to interpretation—texts that expose the fragility of the
boundaries between truth and representation, and reveal the mechanisms of distortion in authoritarian discourses.
The use of the unreliable narrator emerged as a central device in destabilizing trust in official narratives and
opening the way for alternative readings of the Iraqi experience, where imagination becomes a means to access
the essence of truth rather than a deviation from it. Keywords: Hassan Blasim, The Madman of Freedom Square,
blending reality and imagination, unreliable narrator, surrealist narrative, collective memory. g
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